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PSAT Overview 
Evidence Based Reading and Writing Section 

The Reading and Writing score range is from 160-760. 

Reading 

60 minutes | 47 questions 

  Writing and Language 

  35 minutes | 44 questions 

Math Section 

The Math score range is from 160-760. 

70 minutes | 48 questions 

 Calculator 

 Non-Calculator 

Total testing time: 2 hours and 45 minutes 

Total Score Range: 320-1520 

Reminders 

 Manage your time. Bring a nonaudible watch on test day. 

 Answer every question, as there is no point penalty for guessing. 

 Bring your required admission ticket, ID, and a calculator on test day. 

Optionally, take a light snack and water to consume during breaks. 
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Types of Questions 

Question Type Description Example Strategies 
Specific-Line Include specific line 

numbers to a word 
or phrase from the 
passage. 

The author 
mentions “a large, 
hulking, monstrous 
beast” (lines 51-52) 
in order to... 

Use the POE to 
select the answer 
with the most 
textual support. 

Keyword Asks about a 
general topic 
mentioned in the 
passage. 

The author and the 
captain discussed 
the weather 
because... 

Refer back to the 
section of the 
passage where the 
topic was 
mentioned. 

Paired Refer to a specific 
part or idea in the 
passage.  
Comprised of two 
type of question: 
Primary and 
Evidence 
questions. 

Primary: What is 
the most likely 
reason the author 
mentions Iceland? 
Evidence: Which 
choice provides the 
best evidence for 
the answer to the 
previous question? 

Primary: Select the 
answer choice with 
the most textual 
support. 
Evidence: Select 
the answer choice 
that best supports 
your answer to the 
Primary question. 

Comprehensive Asks about the 
passage as a whole. 

The central claim of 
the passage is 
that... 

Be careful of 
answers that are 
too narrow or 
specific. 
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Writing 
Conventions of Usage 

Subject-Verb Agreement is when a verb agrees with its subject in person and number. 

 Singular: A stamp sticks to an envelope. 

 Plural: Stamps stick to envelopes. 

Only compound sentences and subjects require a plural verb form: 

Trinity and Kenan are in Lobo Prep.  

Either Trinity or Kenan is in Lobo Prep. 

Neither Trinity nor Kenan is in Lobo Prep. 

Noun-Number Agreement 

Related nouns must be consistent in number: 

Students applying for college must submit their applications on time. 

The sentence refers to multiple students who must all submit multiple applications, as 

opposed to multiple students submitting one application. 

An Antecedent is a noun, word, phrase, or clause referred to by a pronoun, such as: 

‘Alan’ in “Kimmy saw Alan and called to him.” 

A pronoun is ambiguous if its antecedent is missing or unclear. On the PSAT, you 

must be able to recognize and correct either situation. When you see an underlined 

pronoun, identify the noun to which it refers. 
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Verb Tense, Mood, and Voice 

On the SAT, you will be asked to identify and replace any unnecessary shifts in verb 

tense, mood and voice. You will need to read around the underlined portion to identify 

the error. The underlined segment must logically match the tense, mood, and voice in 

other parts of the sentence. 

Verb tense  

Places the action or state of being described by the verb into a place in time: present, 

past, or future. Each tense has three forms: simple, progressive, and perfect. 

Tenses Present Past Future 

Simple: Actions that 
simply occur at some 
point in time 

She studies 
diligently every 
day. 

She studied two 
extra hours before 
her math test. 

She will study 
tomorrow for her 
history test. 

Progressive: Actions 
that are ongoing at 
some point in time 

She is studying 
today for her 
history test 
tomorrow. 

She was studying 
yesterday for a 
history test today. 

She will be 
studying tomorrow 
for her chemistry 
test next week. 

Perfect: Actions that 
are completed at 
some point in time 

She has studied 
diligently every 
day this semester. 

She had studied 
two extra hours 
before her math 
test yesterday. 

She will have 
studied each 
chapter before her 
biology test next 
week. 
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8. Interpret the variables and constants in expressions for linear functions within the 

context presented. 

1. (3) = 15 and (−5) = −9. If ( ) is a linear function, what is the value of in ( ) = 0 ?

A) = 3

B) = 5

C) = 2

D) = 6

2. James is building a box. length, , width, , and height, ℎ, are defined by the equations below.

ℎ = 2

=
3

If the height of the box is 4 inches, what is the length of the box, in inches?

A) 1 inch

B) 2 inches

C) 6 inches

D) 8 inches

9. Understand connections between algebraic and graphical representations. 

1. The equation = 3
2

( − 8) is graphed in the -plane. Which of the following equations will have a graph 

that is parallel to the graph of the above equation and have an -intercept on the negative -axis?

A) = 3
2

( + 8)

B) = 3
2

− 8

C) = − 2
3

( − 8)

D) = − 2
3

− 8
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